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= N. one deſperate Patient, if it be communicated, | 
mi work the (11'e effect upon others; the con- 
N E127 cerlment whereof, would argue in a Phy ſcuan, 
22 either too much lucre, ot too little love, However, 

conſcience of good intentions in themſelees( let theit ſuc- 


f * whact i will )is both a diſcharge and cqmtort to à free 
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5 Robable it ĩs, that that medicine which hath cured 


* 

fit wit, and a Chriſtian vu | 
not off the meaneſt flower, until HMMhach made fomewhar of 
it: whereas an #nſanified heart, will ( [pider-like -) /uck poy- 
In from the choiceſt of flower. 

Every line of Gods word ſhall adde ſinew to the vertuous 
mindgand withal heal that vice, which would be ſpringing in it. 
But with the carnally minded,it is far otherwiſe. The ſame re- 
port, wherewith the ſpirit of Rahab melteth, hardens the King of 
Jericho, Joſh. 2. Sergins Paulus was converted, Elymas obdw- 
rared,atthe fame Sermon, As 13. that one hard ſaying of our 
Saviour, John 6. lixea file Marpened eleven of his Apoſtles 3 
while it [Þ ted the reſt of his Diſciplet, that many of them 
murmured, and ſrom that time went bach, and walked no more 
with lim, verſe 66, c. Whence obierve, that ay all bodies, 
are not equally apr to be wrought upon by the ſame medicine; 
ſo are not a ſouls by the ſame means of Grace, One remains 
obflinate and refrattery,whiles others ate pliable. 

Sin and Satan, have no Serwants but the imple. As ſor in- 
ſtance : A viſe man heating in what a dangerous condition he 
is in, by reaſon of ori7inal and aſtual fins, and how Cod is [0 
inſenced with wrath and indignation againſt him, chat he means 
ntterly to deſtroy him, if he go on in his impenitency; foreſecth 
the evil o Hell, and preventeth it, by departing from his evil 
wayes - but fo go on, an i are careleſi, Prov. 22 3. and 14. 16. 
Stark fools indeed, for if their Eyes were opened, to fee in 
what a condition, they are content at preſeatto continue in; 
they ſhould need no iutreaty, to turn their courſe another way. 
Luther ſays that if a man could perfectly fee his own evils, and 

the miſery that #rtends them. the ſight thereof would be a per- 
ſect Hel unto him: and this indeed iglit prove to be his way 
to Heaven; For then, and not till then, a man ſees what need 
he hath of a Savs:wr ; and then he begins rightly co prize the 
eyes of Heaven, when he ſees he hath eſcaped the Flames of 
Hl, which thoſe faols before ſpoken of, never mean to do, 
becatfe they think themſelves w/e, good. ap, and what not ? 
ie cate of all men by Nature. And until that xi“ or curtain 
ich 15 drawn over their hearts, be removed, and taken away 
by unter repentasce, and turning to tie Ly I they remair 


Norſe Bee that will 


rage 


— 
= 1 6 gms — . 


* = ka 


_— 


_— 


. fark blind to all faviogtlihs,as the A elit plainly ſets dawn, 


2 Cor.3.14,15,16,17,18. See Rev. 3. 17. 1 Tim. 6. 4. And 
the truth is, were it not for pride and ignorance ( ſpringing 
hence) every man would make it his main bufineſs, te work. 
ont vis Salvation with fear and trembling. But to proceed, for 
this is but an excurſion, let ia, by way of a parentheſis, and in 
zeal for their good, that defire not their own, TheN mivites by 
hearkning to nab, and thofe murtherers of the Lord of Life,by 
liftning to Peter, were converted and ſaved, Jonah 3. 4, 5. 
Acts 2. 37. Wax (ve know) yeeldeth ſooner to the ſeal, 
than ffee! to the ſtamp, 

Se. 2. Of Heareys, there are uſually four ſorti, #5 Our F. 


viour ſhews, in the Parable of the ſeed, Mat. 13.3, to 24 As 


firſt, An boneft and good heart, will not return from hearing the 
Word unbettered - yea, he will ſo note what is ſpoken to his 
own ſin, that it ſhall ;:#cre/e his kuowledg, and leſſen bis vices, 
As who (by looking ina g/aſs) ſhall ſpy /pors in his face, and 
will not forthwith wipe them out ? A wi/e mas will not have 
one {tn twice repeated unto him. Yea, be more rejoyceth, is 
being overcome with a wiſe and gracious advice, then he would 
have rejoyced n 4 revengeful victory. Of which we have a rare 
example, 1 Sm 25 32,33. A trueargument of an ingenuous 
nature. Whereas thoſe that will not hearken to. nor obey the 
voice of Chr;ff, but rage and ftorm ; are more ſtubborn than 
the wind and ſea, Luke 8- 24,25. enough to make them bluſh 
blood, when told of it. But | 

Secondly, Another ſort of Hearer: are like Tally ſtrange 
foil; mach rain leaves them ftill as dry duſt. Or the Welf 
inthe Emblem, which though it /acke the Gear, kept notwith · 
ſtanding his 3/oo/f/p nature ſtill, And indeed, until the ſpirit 
ef Ged meckens the /oul, ſay what you will, it minds xerbing, 
or nothing to purpoſe. Whatever an impenitent ſinner hears, it 
prefently paſſes away. like the /a»n4 of a Bell that is rung. Let 
reftimonies and ex#moles never ſo much concern them, it makes 
an impreſſion but Ai, or ee-deep : For as in an hour. glaſs ot 
conduit, that which in one hour runneth in, the ſame in another 
bout 7#»neth aut again. Who may be reſembled to the Smiths 


| Fox, puc it into the fire it is much {o/xned, but put it into the 7 
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Tbitdly, Another ſort will very orderly hear the Word, and 


dulig be in it, until it comes home to their conſeiences, touches 
their Copy-hold (as ohn ſerved Herod) but then they will turn 
their backs upon it, as the 7ews ſerved our Saviour, John 6.66, 
the Athenians, Paul, Acts 17. 16, to 34. and eAhab, Micaiab, 
I Kings 22. 8. Now theſe that will not hear an anroorh/ome 
truth, but turn their backs upon, and fly from inſtruction, oh. 
3. 19,20, 21. not onely declare themſelves to be guiliy perſons 
( for be canfeſſeth the fact, Who to judgment turneth his back : 
And : tis onely the weak ſichred, that cannot abide the light) but 
it proves them to be e of all hope to become better. For that (in 
is pat cure, Which turns from, and refuſeth the cure, Deut. 17. 
12. Prov. 29.1. 1 Sam. 2.25. 2 Chton. 25 16. turn to the pla- 
ces. And take this for a Aue, if ever you ſee a drowning man 
refuſe help, conclude him a wiful murderer. 

Sef.z, Fourthly and laſtly, (for I paſs by thoſe blocks, that 
can hear the Word powerfully delivered for twenty or thirty 
years together, and mind no more the ſpirituality of the matter, 
than the ſears they ſit on, or the ſtones they tread on.) There 
are a(eneration of hearers, who being told the naked truth, 
plainly reproved for their ſins, ſhewn the judgments of Ged, 
and the due of what they deſerve, and are like to undergo, if 
they go on, to the end they may repent and believe,that ſo they 
may be /aved,will( 4hab-like )carpand fret, and chafe,and fume, 
and ſwell, and ſpurn againſt the very ord of Cod, and be ready 
to bur{t again for being ſo ſharp and ſcarebing; and thereupon 
perſecute the Meſſenger, as Heyrodias did fohn, and the Phari- 
ſees, Chriſt, They love application as dearly, as a Dog does a 
cudgel. So that like Adders, they are not onely deaf to the 
Charmer: but like S worms, they 1e, and then turn their 
tail: to ſting lum. 

Goas holy precepts and prohibitions harden them; as the Sun 
hardens clay and water het iron. Or elſe they inrage them, asa 
furious maſtiff Dog, is the madder for his chain. But when it 
comes to this, that men ſpurn at the means, and ate hardned 
with the werd as Heel is hardned with ſtrokes ; or as Bulls grow 
mad with baiting : the beſt way is to leave them to their ug, 
> who hail g. enger Of) Wr. 4, for them that de ſpiſe the me ſſen- 
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gerrof his lxvs, Pſal. & 1. 11, 12. See Lake 10. 10, 11. Prov. . & 
1.24, 25, 26, to 33. 2 Chron 25 16, 20. 1 Sam. 2. 25. And in 
reaſon, herb that are worſe for. wateriug, trees that are leſs fruit» 
ful for digging, danging, pruning, are to be reoted aut, or hewed 
doWn.And to admoniſh them is th no more purpoſe, than if one 
ſhould ſpeak to /ifeleſs ſtones,or ſenſeleſs plants,or witleſs beaſts: 
for they will never fear any thing, till they be in Hell fire. 
Wherefore Cd leaves them to be confuted with fire and brim- 
ſtone, ſince nothing elſe will do it. 

Sect. 4. Thus y ou ſee what a wonderful difference there is in 
Hearers! Onely herein they agree, all men (good and bad) 
love the light as it ſhines; but the moſt of men hate it, as 3t diſ- 
covers and diretts, But the difference is ſo great, that it is ad- 
mirable to think, how ſome men would not be prevailed with- 
all, though an Angel ſhould be ſent nnto them from the dead: And 
yet with what ſmall means ſome others have been converted, 
as were 7uftin the Philoſopher. ( yprian the Nicromancer, Saint 
Auſtin, Fulgentias, Franciſco funins, Melantthon, Adriauus, La- 
timer, and many others. 

One treating upon the Prodigal /on, and the Thief pon th: 
Croſs, mentions two famous ſtrampets, that were ſuddenly can- 
verted by this onely argument, that God ſeethall things, even 
in the dark , when the doors are ant, and the Curtains drawn; 
and Monntaigne tells of a Gallant, that ſporting with a Cur- 
tezan in a houſe of ſin ) happened to ask her name, which ſhe 
ſaid was Mary; whereat he was ſo ſtricken with reverence and 
remorſe, that he inſtantly both caſt off cheHarlot,and amended 
his whole future life. And indeed, no means can be too weak 
where Ged intends ſucceſs : yea, a thought onely hath ſome- 
times ſerved the turn. Nor needs there any more to aclarified 
underftanding, than the bare thought of Gods Omnipreſence, 
Omniſciency, or Omnipeteney z as being preſent every where, 
knowing every thought and intent of the heart, and being Al- 
mighty to puniſh or reward evil and goed. | 

Felt. 5. And ſo much of the kinds of hearers. Onely a Que- 
ſion or Scruple may hereupon ariſe. The Miniſter or Authonr, 


| out of compallion to their precious fouls, would ſhew them 
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to Cornelius, cis 11. tell them that, whereby ( with bleſſing 
from above ) they might be ſaved, verſe 14. the which ſome 
do kindly entertain, as Lot did thoſe Angels that came to fetch. 
him out of Sodom, Gen. 19. Others as cbarliſhly reject. and 
as villainouſly entreat and handle them, as the Ammonites did 
' Davids meſſengers, 2 Sam. 10. 4. Wherein (may ſome ſay) lies 
the difference ? 
Axſ. I could give you ſundry Res/ons of it, lle onely name | 
few, being injoyned 80 contract all my matter into two ſheets. 
Firſt. ii makes the difference, and who makes the difference 
of willi, but he that made them? He that creates the new heart, 
leaves a foxe in one boſom, puts fleſh into another; and yet it 
God denies his grace, it is onely when he ſees it conatemned. As 
Gedoftemimes is ſo provoked, by their obſtinate hardneſa and 
impenitency, that he gives them over to Satan, and up :0 the 
hardneſs of their own hearts, to be led by their luſts, and to 
walk in their own counſels; as it is, Pſal 81.12. Rem. 1. 24, 26. 
So that not Gd, but our ſelves, are the authors of fin, and of 
our on damnation, as it is, Hoſ. 13 9. Of. which, more in its 
due place. 
Secondly, The holy ;y.rd of God, which is Spirit and Life, is 
ſo quick, powerful and operative, that it will have its effect: 
where it does not quicken, it Kilt. None ever heard it, but they 
were either better or worſe by it. It is a holy fire z thoſe whom 
it doth not puriſte and cleanſe , by meltins into repentance, it 
doth cenſume and deftroy by burning, into the aſhes of prophare- 
eſe here, of confuſion hereafter. It is the power of God unts ſal- 
vation to ry one that lelievtib, Rom. 1.16. And a ſweet ſavonr 
of life uno life, to them that are ſaved, 2 Cor. 2. 10. But it be- 
comes #he ſavony of death unto death, unto ſuch as wreſt and 
pervert the ſane to their own dtſtrullion, 2 Pet. 3. 16. And no 
marvei, ſor the ſame cauſe may have divers and contrary effetls 
in reſpect of ſundey eb jetta; as might be exempliſied in the Sun, 
the v ind, the ſame breath out of one wonth, the earth, the fomacks 
the rain, &c. as might be largely ſhewn. In exe garden, growes 
an ſunarid kind: of herbs of ſeveral operations and qualities; 
ſome nutritive, others jufett;ye : yet they all draw their jayce 
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nouriſhment from the fomacł; yea, the ſame meat in the ſto- 
mac; but that which the Liver receives becomes load, that 


vhich the Caul receiveth becomes ch lar, that which the Lungs 


receive becomes eam and that which paſſeth into the pap be- 
comes milk : So all receive the fame good Word of God, but 
every one does not make the ſame uſe of it. For as one hath 
his faith ſtrengthentd by it, his patience increaſtd, his judgment 
reftified, his will reformed, his life and practice amended, his love 
and zeal inſlamed : ſo fares it with wicked men, in reſpect ofthe 
contrary vices, &c. Again, the Word of od. is like a fructifying 
dew Or rain, which falls not upon any ground in vain. If theſe 
( eleſtial bert, fall inte the Garden of a good heart, they 
raiſe up herbs and flowers; if in a field corn or graſs ; whereas if 
they fall on cu, they make but dirt; yea, che more rain, the more 
dirt: If upon kexnels,or dung hili, a {tink Or if they produce any 
Fuit, it is weeds inſtead of herbs; or perhaps briars ard thorys,to 
ſcratch and wonnd the Hn5bandiman that dreſſes it. Thus 1 might 
go on, and ſhew you how the Sacrament of the Lords Supper, is 
received by one to /a/vation, by another to his greater damna- 
tion, 1 Cor. 11. 29. The cloudy pillar which gave light, and was a 
deſence to Iſcael, became darkneſs and offence to the Egyprians, 
xd. 14.20 And the like of Mauna, l xod. 1 6. 20. The Ark, 
the Red Sta, and ſundry the like which I might weary you with. 
Yea, ¶ Hriſt himſelf, who is a Rock to ſave all that belizvein him, 
ſhivers his exemies1n pieces, Mat. 21.44. And im mortality, the 
greateſt / ſedueſs of the Saints, is the greatelt miſery to the 
dawned. No wonder then, if thefe Spiders, thoſe Bees; the 
wicked and the godly , ſuck,, the one ene, the other poyſox 
from the ſelf fame flower of holy Writ. 

Felt. 6. Thirdly, Another reaſon why they ſo fwell apaieſt 
their reprehender, is their guiltineſi. And it is a ſurefignthe 
horſe is gauled, that ſtirs too much when he is touched. In the 
Law of jealoſies, if the ſuſpected wife were guilty,taat drank of 
the bitter vaters of trial, ſhe would preſently ſwell: if other- 
wiſe, ſhe was well enough, Namb. F. 27. Nor did you ever 
hear of any that were offended with wholſom truth for being 
untoothſom, that diſliked the Miniſter for being too ſnarp and 
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to ſick, perſons : ſo is good counſel to obſtinate and reſolved 
ſinners, Vnſeund fleſh loves to be ftroaked, the leaſt roughneſs 
puts it into à rage, Bad wares would have dark ſhops, T hieves 


will put out all the /zghts, that in the dark, they may more ſe- 


curely rifle the houſe, ohn 3.19 20,21. do the conſcience that is 
wilry ol flagitious crimes,could wiſh the Heavens blind. 

Fourthly, No wicked man can endure to hear the down- 
right truth: for then they muſt alſo hear the /extexce of their 
own condemnation. What the Miniſter delivers is the very rd 
by which they are judged and condemned, therefore they loath as 
much co hear it, as the Priſoner at the Bar does abhor co hear 
by ſentence from the juſt ?udg. And indeed, if many (as we well 
know by experience)love not to hear the worſt of their tempo- 
ral cauſes and caſes, nor yet of their bodily diſtempers, with 
which their /ive; or ef ates be indangered;how much more will 
wicked men decline trom ſeeing their hainons abominat ions: and 
themielves guilty of Hell and Eternal damnation? though the. e- 
of, there be an abſolute necellity, if ever they be ſaved, 

Fect. 7. And fo much of the Reaſons. From all which we = 
learn not to impute the cauſe of wicked mes; raging to any miſ- 
carriage in the mefſ nger: for he may vindicate himſelf as Paul 
did 1 Cor 7.10. [have not Spoken, but the Lord, And there- 
fore as the Lord ſud unto Saul, Acts 9,4. that he perſecuted 
him: do chey which rejell any truth delivered out of the word, 
do reſiſt Cu hin ſelf and not his meſſenger. And this for certain, 
were ( hriſt himſelf their Ainiſter. they would much more op- 
pole a: d her ſeeute him, as the Prieſts and Phariſees did, when 
they he d him. 

ves, co ſider it rightly and yon will grant that there cannot 
be ag enter h n ur done to a poor minift-r.than this. For, what 
ſa: es oe vi the Father may te!l he doubted that miniſters 
open not the Mord aright, when wicked men lick not againſt it. 
Je, ſayes Lather, lo preach the Goſpel as we ought is to ſtir up 
all the faries of Hill against us Ard what ſaith our Saviour 
himſelf ty his Ap.//cs, in their pupil ate? The World can 
not hate v but me it hateth; becauſe 1 teſtiſie of it, that the 
wks there fare chi, on 7. 2. And ſo touching Part, w.0 
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and dealing ſo plainly, and ſo roundly with them. Nor can 
there be ſuch an argument, that a Afinifer findies more to pro- 
ft, than to pleaſe men with his wholſome comn/el; as when he 


will not let thein ſleep and ſuort in their ſims, but cry aloud 2- 


gainſt their «bowinarions. 

Secondly, We way learn from the premiſes, that if any re- 
ceive the Word with readineſs, and become ve creatures by 
hearing the ſame: not to attribute or aſcribe the praiſe there- 


of to the parties cenverted or to the means or to the inſlrament; * X 


but to God, who is the Autheur, and gives the bleſing.For Paul 
may plant, and Apollo may water, but it u God onely that gives 
the increaſe. It is C. d alone that giverh words unto the wiſe, and 
vertut unto their words, 1 Cor. 3. 55 7. And he will give ſuc» 
ceſs to whom,whex and as he pleaſeth. Even twelve mean Fiſher + 


men, when be picaſeth, ſhali Without force, Or weapon, armour. 


badi of men O' ſtroke ftricken, ſubdue the whole world to their 
King: Hillary tound not ſeventetn believers, and left not ſo 
many awbelievers in the whole City. 

Indeed in theſe dayes, Minifters may tear their throat, ſpend 
their lungs, and force their ſides, in ſuing to à deaf world, and 
ſay, when they have done all they can, e hath believed our 
report f And to whom « the arm of the Lord revealed? Vea, 
how many painful Peters have complained to fiſh af night, and 
catch nothing? Many prefeſſers, and few converts, hath been 
the lot of the Gel in theſe laſt times, and ſince our weaxs hath 
exceeded, God! houſe ( as the ſtreets of Jericho) may be throng- 
ed, and yet but one Zachews gained to the faith. And why ſo? 
bur for this cauſe ; f ſome few like the Bee, do gather from 
the Word, whatſoever addeth to their kyowledg and vertwe.: 
the greateſt number, uſe the ſame as ſome do artificial teeth, 
mote tor he, han ſervice ; more for ability of diſcewrſe, than 
activity of prall ice; to tall of it than to walk by it. Whence it 
is, chat God utters his ſaving truths, as it were in Parablet; (0 
hiding them from the wiſe and prudent (namely the prond. that 
are wiſe in their own Eyes) and reveals them to babes 


and /ucklings, ( that is, the humble and lowly ) as Anſtin 
ſpeaks. 
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deſpiſe him that hath but ro ; Even thoſe great 8 Ele. . 


den, the Sun and Moon, take not away the neceſſity of ./amy 
light. To the making of the Tabernacle, fine linen, and Goats 
hair, had their uſe ; as well as g/d, ſilver and precious ſtonet. And 
the ſame Ged that gave proportion to the Ceder, gave alſo be. 
ing to the Auſbreom. 

Nor is the ſtrength or Weakneſs of means, either ſpur or bridle 
to the determimate choiſes of God; who not ſeldom does greateſt 
ally, by weakeſt Agents, He choſe David: ſling, rather than 
Sault fword,to conquer Coliah: Frogs Graſhopers,and Lice, ra: her 
than Bears and Liows, to fight againlt Y haraoh. Yea, he the: 
with Rams hoyns overthrew the walls of fericho, bath ſome- 
times choſen vile and Weak means, to ſerve himſelf by. in great 
matters. Peter hath a Cock to tell him of his cowardi/e. And 
Baleaw an Aſs, to reprove his avarice, Yea, that Cd, who 
will bleſs where he pleaſeth; now and then gives the greater 
ſmeeeſs to the weaker means. The men of Nineveh repented at the 
preacbing of on as: yet not the ewt, at the preaching of CbriF, 
who was greater than ona. The Apoitler did greater ſigns in 
Cirifts Name, than Chriff bimſelf. Joh. 14. 12. It was a greater 

miracle, that the hadow of St Peter (as he walked in the freer) 
ſhould heal many ſick perſont, Acts 5 15,16. than that the 
Hem of ¶ brifts veſture ſhould heal one fingle woman of her bloudy 
Iſſue, Mat. 9.2 1, 22. Who then can cavil. or indeed wonder, at 
the inſuiag Rory the which I am now to relate? 

Ves, ho that hath either heart or brain, ſnall well conſider 
this preceding matter, and the difference of Hearers, and not 
be forced to acknowledge that which follows, to be the caſe of 
every one that ſhall heat it. be they what thy will? I mean, 
before their hearts are renewed with the power of Gods word which 

is the ſtrong arm of the Lord, and the mighty power of God to ſal- 
vation, Rom. 1. 16. And the ſword of the Spirit, Eph. 6. 17. And 
like as @ fire, or an hammer that breaketh even the Reck in piecer, 
Jer.23.29,30.And that irreſiſtable(a»on- ſhot that is mighty to 
beat down all the ſtreng holds of fin and Satan, 2 Cor. 10. 4. 
Quick and powerful, and harper than any two-edged ſword, and 
pierceth even to the dividing aſſunder of the Soul and Spirit, aud 


© 


— 
— 


vs ww A. +. Ih a 


XA — © &w% .,w. 


) — __ 


rn © = 


= 6 


SS ren. 


| ; - The Hearts- Index, or & elf K newlede. 11 

I hanghts ,- and moſt ſecret intents of the heart, Heb. 4. 12. 

„ Set.g. Andlookto it, for if thou doeſt not ſee and ac» 

ts | knowledge the very ſecrtrs of thy heart to be clear ly laid open 
to thy conſcience, in the one or other, firſt or laſt of theſe enſu- 

& | ing Character: : I dare peremptorily conclude, That Satan rhe 

God of this world, hath blinded thy mind, that the light of the gle 

le | yious Goſpel of Chriſt whs is the Image of God, ſhould wit fhjne une 

8 tbee, 2 Cor 4.3,4, Eph.2.2. 2 Theſ. 2 9, 10, 11. 1 Tim. 4. 2. 

But this is the miſery ! and a juſt plague upon our /o much * 
ignorance formality, and prophaneſs, under our ſe much means of 
: | grace: there be very tew men, that make not the whole Bible, 
and all the Sermons they hear: yea the checks of their n Con- 
ſciences.and the metions of Gods ſpirit utterly ineffeſtual; for 
want of wit and grace, to apply the ſame to themſelves as they 
can unto others; being beiter able to diſcern others wootes, than 
their own beams. 

If you queſtion what Satan can do in this caſe ? Look upon 
what he hath done to others, as wiſe, and as gocd, as the beſt of 
us. Ile give you inſtances, both of the godly and wickgd,and like» 
wiſe Teſtuwonies z I pray mind them ſeriouſly, and turn to the 
places, for they are exceeding conſiderable. In the firſt place, 
take notice, how he 6/izded and deluded Ababs four hundred 
Prephets, 1 Kings 22.22.And fudas,John 13.2. And all - 
giſtrates, hen they perſecure the people of Cod, Rev. 2.10, And 
indeed all men in theit natural eſtate; whereof not a few, think 
they do God goed ſervicen perſecuting aud killing the Prophetszan 
our Saviewr exprelly tells us, ob 16. 2. But ſee other particu- 
lar inſtances, as that of Annanias and Sephira, Acts 5.3. Then 
for the godly, how he hath blinded and beguiled them, as our 
firſt Parents, Adam and Eve; Eve by himſelf, and Adam by 
making ber his inſtrument ; and that in the ſtate of innecexcy, 
when they had wit at wil, Gen. 3. And hy David, a man after 
Geds own heart, 1 Chron. 2 1. . Then Peter, xho ſo dearly loved 
Chriſt, Mat. 16. 22, 23. | 
And having this done, argue thus with thy ſelf ; If Satan ſo 
{ | blinded and beſotted theſe; if he made ſuch uſe of all theſe, 
{ | whereof ſome werethe beft and wiſeft of Gods childrenand 
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12 The Hearts-Isdex, or Self-K nowledg. 

Jude 23. Epheſ.5.27. 2 Pet. 3.14. James 1.27, Hard the eye 
of faith, and the ſpirits direftion, and know the mind of Chriſt'a» 
bove others, 1 Cor. 2. 12, to 17. john 10.14. How much more 
can he work the ſame upon his own children and ſervantsꝰthat 
delight onely in wickedneſs,and are ignorant of Satans miles, as 
not having the leaſt knowledge or ability to diſcern fpiritual 
things,1 Cot. 2. 14. 2 Cor. 4. 4. 

But if you ſtill queſtion the truth of this, turn to 70h. 14. 30. 
and 12.3 1. Cen. 3 15. ob 8.44. 2 Tim. 2. 20 Fpb.2-2,3 which 
are ſuch clear teſtimonies, that none (who but not their eyes a- 
gainſt the ig ht) can painſey, Mar. 13. 15. 


Which being ſo, in reading this enſuing — or Index | 


of the heart, Make the application to your ſelves and wot to others; 
as David did Nathans parable, 2 Sam, 12.1, to8. And Ahab 
the Prophets, 1 Kings 20.93, to 43. which yet concerned no 
leſs than their own lives. And ſo much the rather,for that in all 


probability, what this will not effect touching your amendment | 


no ordinary means are like to do. As what can be further ex- 
pefted > No glaſs can more lively repreſent your faces, than 
this Book does your hearts, if you be yet in your natural con- 
dition unregenerate. Neither can you look that — ſeſus him- 
ſelf ould call to you ſeverally by name, as he did to Saxl, for 
now we have the (Goſpel written at large: Viſions aud Afiracles 
ceaſe. Our pt caſe Chriſt himſelf ſhould do ſo - I queſtion 
whether you would be any more warned, or reclaimed by it, 
than Harael was, when the Prophet told him, what abomina- 
ble wickedneſs he ſhould ſhortly commie,2Kings8.12,13 &c. 
Yea, Abraham tells Dives the contrary, Luke 13-31, Andſol 
come to the Conference it ſelf, 

Seft. 10. A loſe Libertine meeting with his friend that had 
lately been a formal Chriſtian,he greets him as followeth : 

Sir ! Methinks I have obſerved in you a ſtrange alteration, 
fince our laſt meeting at Midaleborewgh: not onely in your 
behaviour, company, and converſe ; but even in your counte- 
nance : What is the matter. if I may be ſo bold? 

Convert, Truly Sir, you are not at all miltaken, nor am I 
unwilling to acquaint you with the cauſe , if you can afford to 
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ned with the hariſees, touching peſus, when he ha 


arts- 1naex, or Seh- A noWieap, 
oon after my return into E»g/and,l was carried by a friend 
to hear a Sermon, where the Miniſter ſo repreſented the very 
thoughts, ſecrets and deceirſulneſs of my heart unto my conſci- 
ence, that could not but ſay of him, as the 1/0marn of Samaris 
once ſpake of aur Saviour: He hath told me all things that ever 1 
did. Which made me conclude with that »»believer, 1 Cor. 14. 
24,25. That Gd was in him of a trath:nor could be ever have ſo 
done, if be were not of God, as the Toung man in the _ reaſo- 
opened ha 
cher that had been blind from his birth, John 9g. 32,33. Wereup- 
on I could have no peace nor reſt , until I had further commu- 
ned with him about my eſtate ; for I found my ſelf in a loit 
condition touching Eternity : It faring with me, as it did with 
thoſe Pert, Acts 2. when Peter by his ſearching Sermon had 
convinced them, that Chrif#, whow they had by wicked bands 
crucified and ſlain, was the enely Son of God, and Lord of glory, 
verſe 36, 37. And having had the ha ppineſs to injoy the be- 
nefit of his ſage advice, as I ſtood in need thereof, (Ged having 
given him the tongue of the learned to adminiſter a word in ſeaſen 
to them that are weary, Iſa. 50.4.) 1 bleſs Ged bis word and ſpirit 
hath wrought in me ſuch a change and ſtrange alteration,that 
it hath opened mine eyes that were blind before, inclined my wil 
to obedience Which before was rebellious, ſeſi ned my heart, ſan- 
(ified, and quite changed my affettions : 10 that I now love that 
good which before I hated, and hate that evil which before I 1. 
ved;and am delighted with thoſe holy exerciſes, which hereto- 
fore did moſt diſpleaſe ne; and am diſpleaſid with thoſe vain 
pleaſures and filthy ſins which in times paſt did molt delight me. 
Which is ſuch a mercy, that no tongue is able to exprels ! for 
till that hour, I went on in the broad way, and worlds read to de 


- firuftin, without any miſtruſt; whereas no hath been plea- 


ſed to take me into his lin gdom of grace bere, & will never leave 
me, until he hath brought me to his kizgdom of glory hereafter. 
Looſe Libertine. What you ſpeak makes we wonder: for I ever 
held you the compleateſt man of my «cquaintance 3 jw in all 
your dealing t, temperate and civil in your deport ment; yea, I have 
never ſeen you exceed in the leaſt, nor heard you ſwear an carb, 
except fai;h and tretk, and that very rarely, Belides you 


— ont a—_——_—_ _ — — — — 


Trarti-Tudex, or Self-K nowlets. Wo 

have been 2 good Proreſtaut, and gon to ¶ hure all your days, | il 
Convert. What you ſpeak, none that know me can contradiQ; |. he 
nor could they ever accuſe me of any ſcandalous cyime, or un- | co 
juſt act. Yea, I had the ſame thoughts of my ſelf;and ſhould a- C| 
by one have told me formerly, that I was ſuch a great ſinner ſuch Fin 
a Devil incarnate as I was | I ſhould have replied as Hatael | wi 
did ro the Prophre (telling him of the abominable wickedneſs | an 
he would ere Jong commit) hat am IA Dog, c.2 Kings 8. þ 
12,13.And no wonder, for as every man in his natural conditi- | br 
en is fark bind to [piritnal object, 1 Cor. 2.14. ſo rhe heart of | 6; 
rage bs deceit ful above all things: even fo deceitful, that xe but | ſeo 
God alone can kmw it, as the F rophet ſhews, er 17.10. But be- 
cauſe this is a truth that tranſcends your belief, and becauſe it | th; 
may be of fingular uſe to you alſo, to know the ſame: Iwill give 
you a ſhort charater of my former condition; the which done, | for 
}-donbr not but you will affent unto hut I have hitherto faid, | of 
ar iſhall further relate. we 
Seck. 11, Firft, Touchiag my knowledge, (I mean ſaving 
&newledg, without which the /e cannot be good, as wile Sole |. 
ws witnefſerh, Pray. 19. 2.) it was ſuch, though I thought my | der 
falf wiſer than to make ſcruple of, or perplex my ſelf about mat- | the 
ters of Relig ion. as do the religious: even a5 the King of Tyrus | har 
thought himſelt wi/er than Daniel, Erek. 28.3. that piritual | ot 
things were moſtij repreſented to my underſtanding falſe, and | oft 
clean contrary to what they are indeed. Like corporal things in | ot 
« Lorking glaſs, wherein thoſe that are on the rigit hand ſeen | , 
to be on the /ef+, and thoſe that are on the 7eft han ſeem to be | &- 
on the nt. As it fared with St. Paul, while he was in his na- þ ze« 
rural condition, Ad, 26. g. which made me think and call e- IA. 
vil god; and yood,evil ; bitter, (weet ; and ſweet bitter ; to jus ſot 
Rifie the wicked,and condemn: the juſt as the Prophet complains, þ Fai 
1/a 5.20.23. Phi 
As for inltance,] moſt ſottiſhly thought, that I both /oved and conf 
ſerved Gon as | oughtzyea, I ſhould have taken it in foul ſcorngif u. 
any one had queſtioned the ſame;when indeed I was a traytor to [eat 
God, and took wy armet againit all that did worſhip him in Firit |law; 
and in truth. | was lo fir from loving and ſerving him, that I [If th 
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f o heat bim ble/phemed, r withor 34- f 


being once ſtirred or moved at it. I loved him dearly, but I. 
| could never afford to ſpeak a word for him : and likewiſe his 

Children entirely; but inſtead of juſtifying them, or ſpeaking 
in their defence when I heard them ſceſt, ſcorned and abuſed by 
wicked and ungodly men; all my de/5ghr was to jear at, lighs 
ind ſlander them whereever I came. I more feared rhe Maꝑi- 
Nrate, than I feared God, and more regarded the b/afts of mens 


. | breath, than the fire of Gods wrarh. I choſe rather to-ds/cbey 
boa, than to diſpleaſe great ones; and feared more the Worlds 


| ſcorws, than tis anger. 
| And the like of Chr;f that died for me; a ſtrong argument 


that I Le Cbriſt, when haredall that reſembled him in boli- 
47. Lea, I ſo bated bolineſs, that I moſt bitterly hated men 


for being holy : infomuch that my i would N at the ſight 
ofa good man, as ſome ſtomacłs will riſe at the fight of ſweet» 
meats, I was a Chriftian in name, hut I could ſcoff at a — — 
| indeed. I could honour the dead Saints in a formal profeſtion, 
. while I worried the {5vmyg Seine in a etuel proſecution, I cons 
| demned all for Roandbeadt, that had mere Religion than a He- 
then. or knowledg of Heaver ly things, than a child in the mm 
bath of the rhings of this life, or Conſcience than an Arheif, 
ot care of his o., than 2 BeaFF. I had always the baſeft thonghrs 
of the bet men making ill conſtructious of whatſoever they did 
or pate; as the Scribes and Phariſees dealt by our Saviour. 
Sett.12. As,O what a poor ſlave did I hold the man of a rew- 
drr conſcience to be! Yea, ho did I appland my felf for being 
;zealleſs and fearleſs; together with my great diſcretion and e 
d&ration:when | faw this man vezed for his x, that othet hared 
for his kyowledg , a third perſecuted for the profeſion of his 
Jaith, &c, For, ( being like ¶ ain, Immel, Eliab, Michol, 
Pharaoh and Feſt ms ) I thought their Religion Puritani m, their 
coxſcience of ſin, hypocyiſie ; their profeſſion diſſemulation ; their 
prudence, policy ; their faith and confidence, preſumption ; their 
real of Gods glory, to be pride and alice; their obedience to Gods 
laws rebellion to Princes; their execution of juft ice, cruelty &c. 


If they were any thing ceyour,or forward to admoniſh others, 


| be Heart» {naex, or Self- K g. "IM 
havrye befide themſelves, as cr Saviour was thought to be by h 
Kinsfolk,, and St. Paul by Feſtus. Mark 3.21. Jobn 10. 20. 
Acts 26.24. 1 Cor. 1.18. My religion was to oppoſe the power * 
religion, and my knowledge of the truth. to know how to argue; 
againſt the truth. | never affected Chrifts eAmbaſſadors, that 
preached the glad ridings of ſalvation, but had a ſpleen againſt F 
shem ; yea, I haced a Afiniſter for being a AMiniſter, eſpecially þ 
if a godly and zealous one, that ſpa ke home to my con/riexce,and | 
told me of my fins ; much more if be would not admit me to 
the Lords T able without trial. and examination; yes, then like 
Abab to Eliah, I became his exem), and hated him ever aſter; | 
would impeach his credit, and detain from him hu duet. And are 
not all theſe ſtrong evidences, that | 7:ved and ſerved God, and | 
wy Redeemer as 1 ought? But to make it more manifeſt, what | 
a rare Chriſtian] was. | 
thought my ſelf a Believer; yea, I cou!d boaſt of a frag 
Faith when yet I fell ſhort of the very Devils in believing:for 
they believe the threats aud judgments contained in the Word, 
and tremble thereat, James 2.19, Whereas I thought them but | 
Scare-crows to fright the ſimple withal: yea, l held Hell it ſelf 
but a fancy, not worth the fearing. 
Becauſe I was not netorionſly wicked, but had a forme of godli- 
weſr,was civil, &c. I was able to delude my ow" ſou!,a:d put of } 
all reproofs and threatnings, by comparing my ſ if with thoſe, f 
that I preſumed were worſe than my ſelf; as Drunkerds, Adul- 
terers, Blaſphemers, Oppreſſors, ſhedders of blood, and the like; 
counting none wicked but ſuch Yea, Jooking upon theſe, I 
admired my own holineſs, and thovght my moral bouefty would | 
bee ſufficient to ſave me. Nor did I know herein I bad 
offended, 
And whereas the Lew is ſpiritual, and binds the heart from | 
«ffefting no leſs than the hand from acting: I was ſo blind and 
icnorant. that I thought the Commandment was not broken if the 
outward proſs ſin be forborn. Whence theſe were my thoughts, 
I never brake the firſt Commandment of having many gods : for 
] was no Papiſt, nor Idolater: nor the ſecond, for | worſhippeC 
Gedaright. Nor the third, for I had been no common (wearer, 
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gone duly to Church. Nor the fifth, for I ever honoured my p 
rent! and have been 4 loyal ſubjedt. Nor the fxtb,ſevinth,cighth, 
vintb, or tenth ; fer l never committed murder or adultery, ne- 
ver ſtolt ought, never bare falſe witneſeʒ nor could I call to mind 


poor members, Mat. 25. So that my caſe was mo 
though with that Phariſee, Luk. 19.1 f. I was apt to thank Cad, 


Teart - Index, < - A HOWIcaP 


. 


that I had at any time covered my neighbours Wife ſervant eſtate, 


c. And nothing more common with me, than to brag of a ge 
| heart and meaning, of the ſtrength of my faith and hope, of my 


juſt and pri gbt dealing, &cc. And becauſe I abllained frbm noto- 
rioys fins, 1 thought my ſelf an excellent Chtiſtian, if God was 
not beholding to me for not wounding his Name with Oaths, 
ſor not drinking& playing out his/abbatbs for not railing on his 
mini ſters, for not oppreſſing & perſecuting his poor members, &c. 


dbl z. And yet had it been ſa;as I imagined: Admm I had 
never offended in the leaſt all my lite, either in thought,word, 


or deed; yet this were but one haf of what I owe to Cod this 
were but to obſerve the negative part. of his iam, ſtill na- 
tive gart thereof l had been ſo far from performing, that I had 
not ſo much as thought of it. And to be juſt in the fight of Ged, 
und graciouſly accepted of him;theſe two things are required - 
the ſatis factory part to eſcape hell, and the meriterions part to Let 
beat en. And the true method of grace is, Ceaſe to di evil learn to 


*  dowell,1ſa-1.16,17. The Fig tree was carſed, not for bearing e- 


vil fruit, but becauſe ic bare "9 good. The evil ſervant was not 

bound hand and fect, and caſt into priſen, for waiting bu maſters 

ods; but for net gaining with them. And thoſe reprobares at the 
day ſhall be bid depart inte ever laiting fire;not for wroggin 

or rebbing of any, but for not giping, for not ——— Chat 

deſpecate/For 


and brag, that I was juſt, and paid every mas his dus, yet I never 


thought of being hol, and of paying God his duet; as his due of 


belie ving, or repenting, of new obedienceʒhis due of prajing,hear- 
ing, conferring. meditating on his word and works, 2205 hu 
Sabbath: and inſtrufting my children & ſervants, teaching 
to fear the Lord, His due of love fear, thanbeſulueſi, xcal for his 
glory, charity and mercy to ( brifts poor members, and the like. 

I ſhould have ſerv*dGed in ſpirit, & according toChriffs goſpel: 
a all chat ate wie hearted infdeavour © eK Ain * 


11 Teartit- Jule, or Self- Knowleag. 
and invecdte,and hope, and fear, and love, and worſhip God in ſuch 
manner as his word preſcribes. I ſhould have been effet aal) 
called, and become a ge creature by regeneration, being begotten 
and born aur. by the immortal ſeed of the word. I ſhould have 
found an apparent change wrought in my jadęment, 4ffcbtions, 
and 447i, to what they were formerly. The Old mu ſhould 
have changed with the Nm, worldly wiſdom with Hee 
wvenly wiſdom, carnal love with ſpiritual love, ſervile fear tor 
Chriftian and Filial fear, idle thoughts for holy thoughts, vain 
word; for boly and wholſoms words , fleſhly works for works of 
ightromſweſs :' even hating what I formerly lowed, and loving 
what I formerly hated. 

But als! I have beard the Goſpe/ day after day, and year 
after year : which is the hy arm of the Lord, and the Hiyhry 
power of Cod to ſalvation.” That is q ick, and powerful, and 
Harper rium any rwo Eliged:ſfword, and yer ſtood it out and re- 
ſiſted, inſt rad of ſubmitwiaꝑ to Chrifts call; even ve hg the 
free offer of: d race and Salvation. I have heard the Word faith- 
fully and powerfully preached for forry yews, yet remaiaed in 
my natural condition unregenerate, without which new birth 
there is no being ſaved, as our Saviour affirms, ohe 3.5. I bed 


not trodden one ſtep in the way to converſion; for the firſt part 


of converſions to love them that love God, 1 John 310-1 1,14, 
I ſhould daily have grows in grace, aul ix the knowledg of aur 
Lord and Savienr Feſms Chrift : but I'was fo far from growing 
in grace, that I had not one ſpark of grace or bolineſs, without 
which no man foail ſee the Loru, Heb.12.14. I was all for ob- 


— 


| 


— 
— 


ſerving the ſecond Table, without reſpe.t-ro the firſt ; or all for 
ontward conformity, not at all for /piriranl und inward holineſt of | 


the heart. 

Se. 14. Either what I did was not morally good for the mat- 
ter, ot not well done for the manner; nor to any right ends : 18 
out of duty and thank fulneſ; to God and my Redeemer, and out 
of love to my fellow. members, Without which, the moſt glori- 
ous performances,and the rareſt vertues,are but ſhining fut, ot 
ſeautiſul abominations. Gods glory was not my principal exd,nor 
to be ſaved my greateſt care. 
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of theſe graces grew in the garden of my heart. I did not Hine 

out 4s a light, by a bely converſation to glerifie God, and win o- 

thers. Now onely to refrain evil, except a man bares it alſo, 

and does the contrary good, is to beevs! ſtill: becauſe honeffy 

without piety, is but a b without a fond. 
All my Religion was either ſuperſtitia Or formality, or Ipo- 
t crifie, had a ferm of Godlineſs, but denied the power thereof : 1 

often drew near anto God with my month, and bonenred him with 

my lips, but my heart Was far from him, Iſa. 2. 13. Mark 7. 2, 

to 14. Mat;15.7,t0 10. All which conſidered. viz. the meant 

which God had afforded me, and the little uſe I had made there- 
| of, left me in a far worſe condition, then the very Heathen 
that never heard of Chriſt. So that it was Gods unſpeakable 
{ mercy, tat I am not at this preſent frying in Hell flamer, ne- 
ver ts be 7. reed. 5 

God hath ſent unto us all h ſervants the Prophets, riſing up 
early, and they have been inſtant in preathing the Goſpel, both in 
ſeaſow, and out of ſeaſon : but my carnal heart hath ever been 
flint unto God, wax unte Satan : Ton ſhalldie if you continue in 
the practice of fin, I heard : but you ſb wor dye, ( as ſaith the 
Devil ) | believed. 

Se&.15. Beſides all this, Suppoſe I had none of theſe to an- 


Acer for ; neither ſo of C ommiſſſon, nor ſins of Omiſſion : yet 


Original fin were enough to damn me, no need of any more; 
and yet my atIual trayſgreſſions have been ſuch , and /omany, 
and my ingratitade therein ſo great, that it might have ſank 
me down with ſhame, and left me hopeleſs of ever obtaining 
pardon for them. As ſex but ſome ſmall pare of my monſtrous 


; of | and deviliſh ingratitude to ſo geod a God, ſo loving and merciful 


4 Saviour and Redeemer, that hath dene, and ſuffered ſo much 
for me. even more than can either be expreſſed or canceived, by 
any heart, were it as deep as the Sea | 

Touching what Ged and 4 brift bach done for me; in the 
firſt place he gave me my /eff, and all the creatares to ſerve for 
my uſe; yea, he created me after his n image in righteonſueſ# 
and holineſs, and in perfect kyowledg of the truth, wid wer 
to ſtand, and for ever to continue in a moſt bleſſed and — 


condition. But this was nothing in compariſon; for when [ 


was ins ſad condition, when I had forfeited all this, and my 
ſelf 3 when by fin I had turned that image of qed into the image 
of Satas, and wilfully plunged my ſo and body into Eternal 
tor ments when I was become his enemy, mortally hating him, 
and co my utmoſt fighting againſt him, and taking part with his 
onely enemies Sin and Satan, not having the leaſt thought or 
deſire of reconeilement, but a perverſe and obſtinate will to 
refiſt all means tending thereunto : he did redeem me, not 
onely without asking, but even againſt my vvill; ſo making 
of me his curſed enemy, a ſervant ; of a ſervant a ſon; of a ſen an 
beir and cobeir with Chriſt, Gal. 4.7. But how have requited 
this ſo great, ſo ſuperlative a wrercy ? All my recompence of 


Gods love unto me, hath been to do thac which he heres, and to | 


hate thoſe whom he loves. 
Chrift the fountain of all good, is my Lord by u manifold 


right, and I his ſervast by all manner of obligations. Firſt, he is 


my Lord by the right of creation as being his wert abi made 
by him. Secondly, by the right of Kedewption,being his purchaſe 
Loyght by him. Thirdly,of preſer vation being kept, upheld, and 


maintained by him. Fourthly,his by FVecation,even of his fami- | 


ly having admitted me a member of ht viſible Church. Fiſthly, 
his alſo (had it not been my own fault) by ſaucl i cation, wheres 
by ta pofl.fs me. Laſtly, he would have me of his Court by 
re that he might cru me, ſo that I was every way 

is. God had raiſed me from a gg to great (ſtare : But how 
did I requite him? | would not, if poflible,ſuffer a godly and con» 
ſcrentions miniſter to be choſen, or to abide where I had to do, 
but to bring in one that would flatter ſin, and flont holineſs, diſ- 
courage the godly and isceurage the Wicked, 1 uſed both my own, 
and al my friend: utmoſt ability. Much mort might be menti- 
oned, bur I fear to be tedious. 

Now argue with a/ the world, and they will conclude , that 
chere is n vice like nngratiivde!But I have been more ungrate- 
ful to Goa, than can be expreſt by the beſt Oratour alive. It wa? 
horrid ingiatitude in the Fews, to ſcourge and crucifie Chriſt, 
A ho cid them good every way; for he healed their diſeaſes fed 
thr bedics, eulightned their minds,of God became man, and lived 
miſerably amcnyR them many years, that he might /ave their 


I 
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ſouli: but they fell ſhort of my ingratitude to Gad. in that moſt 
of them were not in the leaſt convinced, that he was the Meſ- 
ſias ſent from G and promiſed from the beginning. But T have 
not onely denied this Lord that bought me, but I hated him; 
yea, moſt ſpitefully and maliciouſly tought on Satan and Sins 
ſide againſt him, and perſecuted his children, and the truth with 
all my might : and all this againſt kyowledg and con/cience after 
ſome meaſure of i##mination, which cannot be affirmed of the 


| — Yet miſerable wretch that I was, if I could have given 


im my body and ſoul, they ſhould have been ſaved by it, but 
he were never the better for them. 
 Seft 16. Laſtly, to tell you that which is more ftrange ! Not- 
withftanding all this that hath been mention'd,and much more: 


et I thought my ſelf a good Chriſtian forſaoth; yea, with that 


young man in the Goſpel, I thought 7 bad kepr all the Command- 
ments. Nor was I a whit troubled for fin, either iin or 
actual, but my con cience was at quiet, and I was at peace; nei- 
ther did any (10 trouble me. Yea, I would applaud my ſelſ 
with that Phari/ee, Luke 18. 9. to 15. and ſay, I was wot like 
ether meu: not once doubting of my ſalvation. I ever refuſed 
to do what my Aaker commanded, and yet confidently hoped to e- 
ſcape What he threat ned. Ndr did I doubt of having Chriſt my 
Redeemer and Advocate in the next life, when I had been a bitter 
enemy to him and his members in this life, Here was blindneſs 
with a witneſs;as it is not to be believed how blind & blockiſh 
men are, that have onely the flefs for their guide; eſpecially if 
they have hardxed their hearts, and ſcared their conſciences with 
a cuſtomary ſimming. As I could give you for inſtance, a large 
catalog ue of rare Examples, how fin hath 6eſcrted men, and what 
ſtark, fools carnal men are in ſpiritual things, be they never ſo 
wiſe for mundane knowledg, But leſt it chould be taken for a 
digreſſion or excurſion, you ſhall have a liſt of them by them- 
ſelves,the which I will add as an Appendix to this Diſcourſe or 


| Dialogae. In the mean time | have given you a brief of my ma- 


nifold provocations, and great ingratitude, to my Alaber and 
Redremey (for otherwiſe I might be endleſs in the proſecution 
F. ] le mains th uud 
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former (whether ſins of commiſſion, or fins of emiſſion) do flow. 
Bae touching it, be pleaſed to peruſe that ſmall TraR, intituled, 
A ſhort aud ſure wa) to Grace and Salvation : Or, Three Funda- | 
mental Priaciples of Chriſtian Religion, by R. T. from p. 4. to p.10. | 

Seft.17. Looſe Libertine. If this bath been your caſe, no won- 
der it hath ſtartled you; for to deal plainly with you. as you 
have done with me; what I have heard from you, makes me 
tremble, For if ſuch howeſt moral men, that live ſo wweproveably | 
as you have done, go not to Heaven, what will become of me, | 
that have been ſo openly prophane, and notoriouſly Wickedall my |. 
time / Vea, it contented me not to do wickedly my ſelf, and to 
damn my own ſoul, but I have been the ogcaftion of drawing 
hundreds co hell with me, by ſeducing ſome, and giviog ill ex- 
ample to others, (the infection of fx, being much werſe than the 
act.) As how many have I drawn to be drankards,and wearers, 
and whoremengers, and prophanc perſons ? Inſomuch, that the 
blood of ſo many ſouls, as I have drawn away, will be required 
at — hands. Vea, my life hath been ſo debauch'd and licentious, 
that I have brought a ſcandal upon tbe Goſpel and made it odious | 
to the very Turks and Inſidels, Rom 2.24. 

Convert. Alas ! what I did that was morally goed, or what - 
vil I refrained,was more for ſelf-exds.or for fear of mens Laws, 
than for love of Chrifts Goſpel. True, I went under the notion 
Of an honeſt man, and a good Chriſtian : 1 was baptizedinto the | 
Faith,and made a —ͤ—— — of Chriſts viſible ¶ hurch; but 1 wis | 
| ſo far from endeavouring to perform what I then premiſed, that | 
; in effect [ even reveanced both { hriſt, and my Baptiſm, in pet- | 
| ſecuting him, and all that ſincerely profeſſed his Name Jbinkiog f 
N I did Ged good ſervice therein, fobs 16.2. Gal. 1. 13, 14. Phil. 3. 

6. Nor was it for want of ignorance, that you thought ſo of 
me : for by ture (be we never ſo mild and gentle) we are all 
the ſced ef the ſerpent, Gen. 3. 15 and children of the Devil, Jubn 
8.44. Vea, the very beſt moral man, is but a tame Devil, ns A- 
thauaſius well notes. But it is a true Proverb, be blind eat me 
py 4 Fh, and all Colours are alike to him that ts inthe dark | 
Looſe Libertine. So much the worſe is my condition; for my 
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| great deal more: for whereas you have been a nora. honeſt man. 


ſo that none except your ſelf, could tax you for breaking ei- 
ther Gods Lam, or mans I have been ſo wicked,and prephane, 
that I could moſt preſumptuouſly, and of ſet purpoſe, take a 
pride in wy wickgdueſs, commit it with greedineſs, ſpeak,of it, de- 
fend it Joy in it, boaſt of it tempt, and inforce to it; yea,mock them 
that diſkikgd it. As if I would ſend challenges into Heaven, 
and make love to deſtruction, and yet did applaud my ſelf, and 


prefer my own condition before other mens: ſaying, I was no 


diſſembler; yes, I hated the hypocrilie of Profeſſors : I do not 


' juſtifie my ſelf, and deſpiſe others, like the Puritam : Iam not 
| factions, ſchiſmatical, ſingular, cenſorious, &c, I am not re- 


bellious, nor contentious, like the BroWnifs and Anabapriſts. 1 
am & good fellow, and love an honeſt man with my heart, $6, and 
as touching a good conſcience , I was never troubled in mind, as 
many ſcrupulous fools are. I have a good heart, and mean as well 


as the preciſeſt. But now I ſee the Devi and my own deceit- 


ful heart deluded me ſo, that my whole life hitherto, hath been 
but a dream, and that like 2 blind man, I was ranning headloug ta 
Hef, when yer I thought my ſelf is the way to Heaven. Jult as 
if a Beggar ſhould dream that he were a King ; or as if a Tra- 
tor ſhould dream of his being C oed, when indeed he was to 


+ bebebeaged ; the caſe of Laodicea,Rev.3.17. the young mas in 


— Goſpel,Luke 1 8. 20, 2 1. and that Phariſce, ſpoken of, Luke 
18. 11, 12. 

Sett.18. Convert. It was not your caſe alone, but ſo it fares 
with the worſt of ſinners : Onely it much rejoyces me, that it 
hath pleaſed God to open your eyes, to ſee all this in your ſelf. 
For fleſh and blood hath net revealed it unto you, Lea, we arc n- 
turally ſo blind, and deaf, aud dead in fix, and in ſont, that we can 
no more diſcern our /piritxal filthineſs, nor feel ſin to be a bur- 
des, than a blind «Ethiopian can ſce his own blackneſs, or then a 
dead man can feel the weight of a burden, when it is laid upon him, 
Adr 28.27. 1/4.6.9,10. | : 

And this common experience ſhews; for if you obſerve it. 
who more — — ſecure, than the worſt of ſinners? 
They can ſtrut it under an unſupportable mals of Oaths, Blaſ- 
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the like ſins; yea, can eaſily /wa/low theſe /piders with Mithri- 
due, and 7255 them too : when one that is regenerate. ſbrinky 
under the h urden of waxdring thoughts, and went of proficiency 
But why is it ? They are dead i» fs, Epheſ. 2. 1. Revel. 3. 1. 
Now lay a mountain upon a dead may, he feels not once the 


weight, 
to a Chriftian that hath the bfe of grace, the leaſt fn lies hea- 
vy upon the conſcience / but to him that is dead, let his ſins be 
as heavy as a mountain of lead. he feels in them no weight at all. 

Again, they ate inſenſible of their ſin and danger, becauſe ig- 
notantʒ for, for what the eye ſerth not, the heart rneth not. Security 
makes worldlings merry, and therefore are they ſecure, becauſe 
they are ignorant. A dunce, we know, /e/dom makes doubti: Vea, 
u fool, ſays Solomon, boaſter h, and is confident, Prov. 14. 16. neither 
do blind men ever biuſi. And the truth is, were it not for pride 
and ignorance a world of men would be aſhamed to have their 
faces ſeen abroad. For take away from mens minds v4in opini- 
ens, flattering hopes, falſe valuations, imaginations, and the like; 
you will leave the minds of moſt men and women, but poor 
firnunken things, full of melancholy, indiſpoſition, and wnpleaſing 
to themſelves, /gnorance is à vail or curtain to hide away their 
fins, whereupon they are never troubled in conſcience,nor mace» 
rated with cares about etey»iry; but chink that all will be well. 

The Devil and the Fl propheſie proſperity to ſin ; yea, 
life and ſalvation, as the Pope promiſed the Powder Trayt ors - 
but Death and Damnation ( which Gods Spirit threatens ) 
will prove the crop they will reap. For God rs true, the Devit 
and all Flefe are liars. 


When we become regenerate, and forſake fir;then the devil | 


ſtrongly and ſtrangely aſſaults us: as he did Cyriſt when be was 
newly baptized ; ind Pharach the children of 1/rael, when they 
would forſake Feypr , and Heycd the children, when Chritt 
was come to deliver his people. Whence commonly it comes 
to paſs, that thoſe think beſt of themſelves, that have leaſt cauſe; 


yea, the true Chriſtian, is as fearſul to entertain a good opinion | 


of himſelf, ag the ſa/ſe is »mwilling to be driven from it. They | 


chat have ore of grace moutu for the want of it, and they that 
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their Adoption, as they that may be aſſured of it: nor none 


more uſually fear then they that have the preateſt cauſe 2» 
hope. We feel corruption, not by corruption, but by Grace, and 
therefore the more we fee! our inward corruption, the more 
Crace wo have. 

Contraries, the nearer they are one to another, the ſharper 
is the conflict betwixr them. Now of all Enemies, the Spirie 
and the Fleſ are neareft one to another, being both in the 
Saul of a regenerate man, and in all facultiet of the ſoul,andin 
every action that ſpringeth from thoſe faca/ties. The more 
Grace, the more Spiritual life; and the more Spiritual life, 
the more antipathy to the contrary; whence none are ſo 
ſenſible of corruption , as thoſe that have the moſt Living 
Sonls. 

Sect. 19. Now for Remedy of the contrary, there cannot be 
a better ſeſſn for carnal men to learn, than this. All the promiſes 
of God are conditional , to take place, if we repent ; as all the 
threatnings of Oed are conditional to take place, if we repent wor. 
But wicked men, as they believe without repenting y their Faith 
being meer preſumption : ſo they repent without believiug, their 
repentance being indeed Deſperation : and this obſerve, we are 
caſt dum in the diſappointment of our hopes, in the ſame mea- 
ſure, as we were too much lifted up, in expeRation of goa from 
them. Whence theſe peremptory preſumers, if ever they re- 
pent,it is commonly as Francis Spira, an Advocate of Padua, 
did: and never did any man plead ſo well for him/elf,as he did 
arainft himſelf, 

One Star is much big ger than the Earth, yet it ſeems many 
degrees /e/s. It is the nature of fear to make dangers greater, 
helps leſs than they are. Chriſt hath promiſed peace and reſt un- 
to their ſouls that /abory, and are heavy laden, and to thoſe that 
walk, according to rule, Mat. 1 1. 29. Gal.6.16. even peace celeſti- 
al in the ſtate of grace, and peace eternal in the ſtate of glory. Such | 
therefore as never were diſtreſſed in conſcience, or hve looſly, | 
never had true peace. Peace is the Daughter of Righteouſneſs, 
Rom. 5. 1. Being —— by faith, we bawe peace with Ged. But 
he who makes a Bridze of bis (wo baden, will be ſere to fall 


: 
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Thoſe blocks, that never in their life were moved with Geds 
threatzings, never in any ſtreight of conſcience, never groaned 
under the burden of Gods auger: they have not ſo much as en- 
tred into the porch of this houſe, or lift a foot over the rhreſpold 
of this ſchool of repentance. Oh | that we could but ſo much 
fear the Eternal pains,as we do the temporary : and be but ſo 
careful to ſave our ſoul; from torment, as our bodies. In the 
mean time, the caſe of theſe men is ſo much the worſe, by how 
much their fear is the leſs. It faring with the ſaul, as with the 
body, Thoſe diſeaſes, which do take away all ſenſe of pain, are of 
all others moſt deſperate. As the dead pal ſie, the falling fickyeſs, 
the ſleepy {:thargy, &c. And the patient is moſt dangerouſly ſick, 
when he bath »o feeling thereof. Inlike manner, while they 
ſuppoſe themſelves to be free from judgment, they are already 
ſmitten with the heavieſt of Gods judgments,a heart that cannot 
repent, Rom.2.5. 

In a Lethargy, it is needful the Patient ſhould be caſt into a 
burning Fraver, becauſe the ſenſes are bennnmed, and this will 
wakes them, and dry up the beſotting hunmaenrs. So in our dead 
ſecurity, before our converſion, God is fain to let the Law, Sin, 
Conſcience, and Satan /oo/e upon us, and to kindle the very fire 
of Hell in our ſouls, that ſo we might be rouſed out of our ſe- 
curity : but chouſands of theſe blocks both live and depart with 
as great hopes, as men go to 8 Lottery, even dreaming of Hea- 
ven, until they awake in Hell. For they too often die without a- 
ny remorſe of conſcience, like lecłszor as an Ox dies in a ditch. 
Yea, thouſands that live like Labay, die like Nabal, (which is 
but the ſame word inverted)whileſt others, the dear children of 
God, die indiſtreſs of Conſcience. For it is not every good 
mans hap to die like Antoninus Pius, whoſe death was after the 
faſhion and ſemblance of a kindly and pleaſant ſleep. However 
Sr. Arftins rule will be ſure to hold, He cannot die ill. that hath 
lived well; and for the moſt part, He that lives conſcionably, 
dies comfortably , and departeth rich. And fo you ſee how it 
fares with the wickedeſt and worſt of men. Wherefore if you 
are truly ſenſible of your vvretchednefs, it is a good ſign, that 
you are in ſome ſorwardneſs to be recovered : and really to be- 
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ſelf to be. And indeed the very firſt ſtep to grace, is to — the 
went of grace, and the next way to receive merci, is to ſee your 
ſelf miſerable. Therefore our conſtant and moſt diligent ſearch 
ſhould be to find out the naughrineſs of our own hearts ; and 
to get ſtrength from God againſt our prevailing corruptions. 
Fect. 20. Looſe Libertine. But is there any hope for one ſo 
wicked as I? vvho have turned the grace of God into wantonneſs, 
applying ( hriſts paſſion as a warrant tor my licentiouſneſs, not 
as a remedy and taking bis deathas a licenſe to fin, his Croſs as | 
Letters patent to do miſchief. As if a man ſhould head hu dr 
of rebelli in with bis pardon. For I have moſt ſpitefully, and ma- 
liciouſly taken up Arms againſt my Maler, and fought againſt | 
my Redeemer all my dayes. | 
(onvert. Do but unfeignedly repent you of your ſins, and for- 
ſake your former evil wayes, and lay bold ap Chriſt by a true 
and lively faith ; my ſoul for yours, God is very ready to for. 
give them, be they never ſo an, and innuinerable for multi- 
tudeʒ ne ver ſo hainous for quality and magnitude. Vea. I can ſhew | 
you your Pardon from the great King of Heaven, for all that 
is paſt the vvhich yon may read at large, 1ſa.55.7 Exch. 18.21, 
to 29. and 1 3,14. Yea, read 1 Cor. o. 10, 11. 
toget het with the ſtory of Manaſſes, Mary Magdalen, the 
Thie, and the Predigal Sen; and you ſhall ſee preſidents there- 
of. Vea, the very mxrderers of the Sen of God, upon their ſerious 
and unfeigned repentance, and ſtedfaſt believing in him, recei- 
ved pardon and ſalvation, And indeed defþair is a ſin which 
never knew 7e/w. True every ſix deſerves damnation; but no 
ſin ſhall cendemu, but the Hing and continuing in it. True re- 
pentance is ever bleſt with forgiveneſs. And know this, 
that Gods mercy is greater than thy ſin, whatever it be: you 
cannot be ſo infinite in ſinning, as he is infinite in pardoning, 
if you repent ; yea, ſins upon repentance are ſo remitted, as if 
they had never been committed. I will put away thy tranſ= 
greſſiins as a cloud, and thy ſins as a miſt, Ia. 44. 22. And 
what by corr»ption hath been done, by repentance is undone. 
As the for ner examples witreſs. Come let ns Reaſen 15 
ther, ſaith the Lord, though peur ſins be as ſcarlet they ſhall be 
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„ David, laying, open his bloed guzltineſs, and his origizal impurity, 
uſeth theſe words, Puree me with a and 1 ſhall he clea# ; waſh me, and 
I ſha!l be whil r than fro, Pſal. 5 1.7. nd in reaſon, did Christ came to call 
ſiaue s to repentance? and thall he not ſhew mercy to the ve4tenr ? Or, ho 
would not caſt his burden upon him chat delires to give caſe 7 4s 1 liyeyſatth 
tbe lord, would not the death of a (inner, Erck. 18.32. and 33.11. . 

Onely, az?ply not this (ae, before the v/ce7 be ſearched to the bottome 1 
Lay not hold upon merc y, until thou be it throuechly hte. The onely 
way to beco. ne good, is, lirſt to believe that you are evil, and by accaff t- 
our ſelves, we prevent Satan; by f g our ſelves, we prevent 
God. 

Are we as ſick of ſorrow, as we ate of [i2 Then may v: hopefully 3 
to the LH it of 067 Souls, who came into tie World onely to cre the 
ſick n and to give det to them onely, 90 It 14 dark ifs, a1 14 the ſhalow 
„ Death. God does not pour the 0! 0 Grace, but into a broken and c01- 
trete Heart. 

Wouldeſt tho get out of the mĩſe abc eſt ite r Nute, into the bleed 
eſtate of Grace ? and of Sr 17s on-, becone the Cit l of God, and 
a Mcmbey of Ci? Wouldeſt thou eruiy know thine own Heart ? and be 
very ſenſible how evil and wicked it s? that forhou mayeſt have 2 more 
humble conceit of thy (elf ? Lav to heart theſe three particulars; 1. The 
corrnption of o'r nature, by reaſon of #rc74 12] fir. 2. Our manifold H 
of Gods Righteous I iw, by attcal fin. 3. The galt and puniſhment due to 
us for them bot. This being done, thou wilt foe and finde thy ot 
2 Redeemer. And it is Hurſt onely that makes us rel.th our Drink, Hun 
er our meat: The (ll Stomach of PHH, ſürchatged with the Ciper- N 
fluities of his own Merits, will bote tbe Heco Chrifts 54g 
#uſueſs. This was it which made the Young Prof gi to relith even ſer- 
vants fare, though before wanton, when fall ted ar home. No more rc 
fcels the Phariſaical beat in Corifts blood, than in 1 chip: Bur Ohow 
acceptable is the Fout'tza of (tyerg raters, to the 1iled Hrart parting and 
braviag 2 The blond  Chy:t, to the wea: y d tired foul 4 * ſc thiſty 
Conſcience ic x ched with the ſenſe of 00 l; 8 rath b H . thar 6 e'cnts hum 
with it, how welcome is he 2 even 282 ſpecial choice man, naw of 2 that N 
{ind. And the dee; r the ſenſe of M (cry 'S, the ſacctci the ſenſe of 
Mercy is. 

Sel. 21. Then if vou would be ſatisſicd for tune to come, whethe: 
your Reventance an Convet ſion he true and found , thele particulars will | 
infallibly inform you. If vou ſhall perſevere ( when this trouble for ſin is | 
er) in doing that which no you purpoſe , it is an infallible ſiane your 
Repentance is ſornd, otherwi.c nat, If thou docſt call to minds the Vow 
which thou madeſt in Baptiſm , and doclt thy endeavour to per form that 
hic then thou didſt promiſe. If thou dueſt ſquare thy life according to ) 
the Rile of Gods Werd, and not after the Kadiments of the World. It thou 7 
art «ill:ng to forſake a2 ſia, without reſerving one Lent: 
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fon?, and but one Baſtard, and yer thac Baſtard deſtroyed all the reſt chat 
were legitimate, , Judg. 9. 5.) Sin is like the Ivy in the #all, cut off bough, 
branch, body, ſtump, yet ſome Sprigs ot ether will ſprout out again: Ill 
the Root be pluckt up, or the Hall be pulled down and ruined, it will never 
utterly die. 

Regeneration or New=birth, is a creation of new qualities in the ful ; as 
being by nature onely evil diſpoſed. Gods children are known by this mark, 
They waik not ae, the Fiſh, but after the Spirit, Rem. 8. 1. If Chi 
have called you to his ſervice, your life will appear more ſpiritual and ex- 
cellent than others. 

As for your fails, it is a ſign that ſn hath not gained your conſent, but 
cormmirte4 a Rape upon yuur Soul,when you cry out te God. If the rated 
iin under the Law c:yed on, ſlie was pronounced guiltleſs. A ſhetp may 
ll into the mare, but a ſwine delights ro wallow in the mire. Great ditfe- 
rence berween a woman that is foicee, though tbe crics cur and ſtrives, and 
an alluring Adaltreſs. n 

Again, the thoughts of the god), ate godly, of the wicked, worldly ; and 
by theſe, good and evil men are beſt, and trulieſt differenced one from ano- 
ther. Would we know ous own hearts, and whether they be changed by a 
new bir th: Examine we our thoughts, words, attions, paſſions eſpecially our 
thoughts will inform us, for theſe cannot be ſub ject rohypocrilie , as words 
and deeds are. 

Scff.22. Then by way ef Caution, know, That a childe may as ſoon 
create it e, as a 48 in the ſtate of nature, regenerate himſelf, We cannot 
act in the leaſt,unleſs God beflows upon us daily privatize grace to defend us 
trom cgi and daily poſitive grace, enabling us to do g99d. And thoſe that are 
of Chriſts teaching, know both {rom the ord, and by Experience , that of 
themſclves they are not onely eat, but even dead to what is good, mot iug 
no more than they ate moved 3 that their beft works are faulty, all their 
fins deadly, all their Natzres corrupted ovigzaally. You bath be quackned, 
that were derd in ee ad fins, Eph. 2. 1. Yea, we are g together ſo 
dend 1 (ii, that we cannot ſtir the leaſt joyrt , no not fo much as feel cur 
ew? deadireſs, nor diffie life, except God be pleaſed to raiſe and reftere 
eur /ouls, tom the death of H, and grave of lors cuſtom, tothe life of 
grace. Apt uc are tu all c, but reprobate and indiſpoſed to all Grate and 
Goodies; yea, to all the means thereof. 


My Powers ave a corrupt, corrupt my wil: 
Jurhie to gn, but Wax to what 1s il. 


Iaſomuclu, that we are vt /:fficient of our ſelves fo thick , much leis to 
peu, leaſt of all to do that which is good, 2 Cor. 3. 5. Jchn 15. 4, 5. 
If nc have o to chu or veſuſe the object, to do theſe well we have no 
power, We have abet, vc have will enough , ts wido our ſelces, 
{cope encueh Kell/-ward; but neither motzon, nor will to do ges, 
that mutt be pur inte us by him that gives beth power and wil, and 
power ta will 


1 Tarff- Jude, er Je- K nOwiedp o -- 


Finally, Each ſanfified heart feels this, but no words are able ſuffi. 


ciently to expreſs, hat impotent wre:ches we are,when we are nut ſuſtain- 
ed. So that we have no merit, but the mercy of God to fave us: nothing bug 
the blood of c hriſt, and his mediation to clea!/e and Redeem us: nothing but 
biz obedtence to inrich us. As for our good wergs, we ate altogether behold- 
ing to God for them, nat God io us, nor we to our ſelves , becauſe they are 

J bis works an x5, 

Whatſocver thou ar', thou oweſt to him that made thee : whatever thou 
haſt, thou me to him that Kedermed ther. Therefore if we do any thing 
amils, let us accuſe our ſel ves: it any thing well, let us give all the praiſe to 
Ged. And indeed, this is the teſt of a fru or falſe Religion: chat which 
teacheth us to exalt God moſt, and moſt ro dipreſs our ſelves is the true: 
that which doth moſt prant «p our ſetves, and detract from God, is the 

falſe,as Bo zaventure vell nates. 

Seft.23. Now to wind up with a Word of Exbertation ; If thou beeſt 

convinced, and reſolveſt upon a new courſe ; let thy reſolution be petemp- 
tor y and conſtant, and take heed you harden not again, as Pharaoh, the 
I'tulrjtines, the Young mar in the Goſpil , Pilate and Zudas did: reſem- 
ble not the Iron, which is no longer ſoft, than it is in the Fire; for that 
good ( ſaith Gregory ) will do us c good, which is not made good by per- 
. 46 axe. If with theſe premonitions, the Shit hath vouchſaſed to ftir u 
in cli. ne heart any good motions, and holy purpoles to obey God, in let- 
unꝑ thy ſins £2 3 Yuen h vet, grieve not the ſpirit, 1 Thel.5.1 9. Return 
not with the Dog to thy mt, leaſt thy latter end prove ſevens/old worſe 
than thy beginning, Mat. 12.43, 45. Oh it is a feartul thing to receive tho 
grace of God in vain! anda deſyerate tg, being warned of a Koch, 
wilfully to caſt eur ſelves upon it. Neither let Satan perſwade you to de- 
fer your repentance ; no not an hour, leſt your Reſolution proves as a falſe 
concep io, which never comes to bearing. Beſides, death may be ſudden : 
_ the lcaſt ef a thouſand things can kill you, and give you no leiſure to 
be ſick. 

Thirdly, If thou wilt be ſafe from evil worker, avoid the accefo ; have 
no fcllothip with the workers of inquiry : neither fear their ſcoffes; for 
this be ſure of , It your perſon and vas pleaſe God, the wor 1d will be diſ- 
Plesſed with bh: If God be your friend, mer will be your eaemcs : if they 
excic.ſe their alice, it is where he ſhews mercy. But take heed of loſing 
Gods ſavour to keep theits. 

Bed: tells of a Great nan, that was admoniſhed by h's friends in his ſick- 
neſs to repent : who anſwered, He would not yet; for chat it he ſhould te- 
cover, hs friends and companions would laugh at him: bur growing ſick- 
er and ficker, they again preſt him; but then his anſer was, That it was 
ROW too late; for lam juduad and condemned already, 

A man canner be a Nathaudel, in whoſe Het there 1s no gutie, but the 
World counts hm a /oo!. But Co, layers, Ven except ye be converted, 
4d heco ne as litile Cluldren , ye Hi not enter ant the Njagdome of Hea® 
ven, Matth. 18. 3. 
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' , Again, Satan and your deceitful heart will ſuggeſt unte you, chat a 


Religious life, is a dumpiſh and melancholy life : but holy David will tell 
you, That light # ſown to the Righteous, and joy to the uprigbt, Pſal.g7.1 1. 
Iſa.65.14. And experience tells us, that Earthiy and Bodi joyes,arc but the 
body, or rather the dregs of chat joy, which Gods people feel and are ravi- 
ſhed with. As Oh the calm, and quietneſs of a good Conſcience l the allu- 
rance of the pardon of fin, and joy inthe Holy Ghoſt , the honefty of a 
virtuous and holy life, how ſweet they are ! Vea, even Plato, an Heathen 
could ſay, That if Wi;ſdome and Virtue could but repreſent it ſelf to the 
Eyes, it would fer the heart on fire with the love of it. And the like of a 
ſinners ſadneſs, as hear what Seneca ſayes; If there were no God ts puniſh 
bim, n Devil ts torment him, no Hell to bin him, no max to ſee him; yet 
would he not ſin, for the uglineſs and filthineſs of fin, and the guilt and 
ſadneſs of his Conſcience. But Experience is the, beſt informer : where= 
fore rake the counſel of hely David, Pſalm 34.8. 0 taſte ad ſre 1 that 
the Lord us good , bleſſed is the mas that truſteth in him. To which accor- 
deck that of holy Be d, Good art thou, O Lord, to theſoul chat ſcchs 
thee ; what art thou then, to the ſoul that fi ades thee ? As 1 may appeal 
to any mans Conſcience , that hath been ſoſtned with the Unct on of 
Grace, and truly taſted of the powers of the World to come, to him that 
hath the love of God ſhed abroad in his heart by the Holy Ghoſt ; whethec 
his whole life be not a perpetual MaYclvjah in compariſon of his natural 
condition: 'Whence they are able to ſlight all ſuch ob ject ons, as he did. 
You tell rae that ſerupling of ſmall matters, is but ſtumbling at ſtra us, that 
they be but triſtes: when 1 know your tongue can tell nothing bat truth, 1 
will believe ou. 

Fifchly, Beg of God chat he will give you a new heart, and when the 
heart is changed, all the members will follow after it, as the reſt of the 
er: atures afrer the Sun when it ariſeth. But without a work upon the heart, 
wrought by the ſpirit of God, it will follow its own inclination to that 
whieh it affecteth, wharſoever the judgment ſhall ſay to the contrary. 
That muſt be firſt r:/o-med , which was firſt deformed. It is idle, and to 
no purpoſe to purge the chanel, when the fountain is corrupt. Whence 
the Apoſtle orderly bids us, hiſt, Berencwed in the Spirit of our mindes 
and then, Let him that ſtole, fleal no more, Epheſ.4.23,24. Yea, it is Gods 
own counſel to the men of Jeruſalem, Jer.q. Waſh thy beart ſrom wiched- 
neſs : that thou mayeft be ſaved , verſe 14. It is moſt ridiculous to apply 
Remedies to the ourward parts, when the diſtemper lies in the ſtomack. 
To what purpoſe is it to crop off the top of weeds , or lo» of the boughes of 
the Tree, when the Roo? and Stalk remain in the Earth? As cut off the 


ſprig of a Tree, it growes ſtill; a Bough, an Arm, Mill irgrowes; 


lop off the top; yea, ſaw it in the midſt, yer it will grow again ; 

ſock it up by the roots, then (and not till chen) it will grow no more: 

Whence it is that God ſaith , Give me thine heart,. Prov. 23. 26. Great 

Cities once expunged , the derps and villages will ſoon come in of them 
[<4 1 , AC FF [ 
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;*portune tum for grace, that you may firmly re/alve;ſpeedily 6+. 
gin, and continus ſiy perſevere , in doing and ſuffering/ his holß 
» Will: deſtre him to 52»yform and reform you ſo, that you may nei- 
; ther muiſ-beltive, nor miſilivs. to charge and purifie yout . 
ture, ſubdue Your, reaſon, redifie your judgment , reform and 
your will, renew your Affellion:, and beat don in 
you whatſoever ſtands in oppoſition to che Setpter of Jeſnr , 
Chriſt. a; ' » e 
Sixthly and laſtly , If you reteive any power againfl your 
former corruptions, forget not to be thankeful, yea, ſtudy all 
poſſible chankfuineſs ; for that you: and I are not at this pteſent 
frying in Hell flames, never to be freed; that we have the offer 
of Grace here, und Glory hereaſter, it is his unſpeakable g | 
neſs,” And there is nothing more pleaſing to God, not prof 
ble to us, both for the procaring of rhe good we wane; or contin || * 
ing the good we have, than thankfulneſ. He will fowtheie (and 
there onely) plenty of his bleſſing t where he is ſure to reap ien. 
ty of thanks and ſervice. But who will ſow thoſe barren Jands 
where they ate ſure nor onely to be without all hope of a got 
harveſt, but are ſure to loſe both the ir ſetd and lala ? Conſeder 
what hath bern ſaid, and the Lord grve you wnderft anding in all 4 
things. | 
| fy ad ſo much for che Second Parr. An Appendix follows, J“ 
F+ -whereit you may-have inſtances of all forts, how Sin bg. 
| Men. 
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